From Precinct to Platform:

How Grassroots Republicans Shape the Texas GOP Agenda

The Republican Party of Texas (RPT) oper-
ates a multi-tiered, bottom-up system that
enables Republicans to contribute directly to
the development of the party’s official plat-
form and legislative priorities. This process
begins at the precinct level and progresses
through county or senatorial district con-
ventions to the state convention. The Party
Platform serves as a comprehensive state-
ment of principles and policy positions, while
legislative priorities highlight a focused set of
issues for emphasis during the biennial legis-
lative session. These documents guide party
advocacy efforts and provide a mechanism
by which voters can hold elected officials
accountable.

K " Precinct Convention

Precinct conventions serve as the entry point
for grassroots input in the Republican Party
of Texas convention process. They were held
immediately after the Republican primary
election on March 3rd, 2026.

Any registered voter who participated in the
Republican primary or signed an oath affirm-
ing affiliation with the party was eligible to
attend and participate. The primary activities
included electing delegates and alternates to
the county or senatorial district (SD) conven-
tion and adopting resolutions.

Resolutions are written statements propos-
ing policy positions or changes. They are the
initial building blocks for the state platform.
Attendees submitted and debated resolu-
tions on a wide range of topics that reflected
local concerns. After the conventions con-
cluded, the delegate lists and adopted reso-
lutions were submitted to the county party.

" County or Senatorial

District Conventions

After precinct convention the county or sen-
atorial districts conventions take place. This
year, they will be held on Saturday, March
28th. The format depends on geography:
counties that are completely within a senate
district hold a county convention; otherwise,
conventions are held by separate senatorial
districts. Delegates and alternates elected at
precinct conventions participate.

The agenda focuses on reviewing and re-
fining resolutions previously submitted at
the precinct-level. Committees are formed
to guide the process, and delegates debate
resolutions, combine similar or redundant
items, and vote to advance selected resolu-
tions to the state convention. This consol-
idation process filters input, ensuring that
broadly supported ideas progress. Delegates
also elect representatives to the state con-
vention, determining who will carry forward
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local priorities at the statewide level.

K - State Convention

The state convention represents the cul-
mination of the process and is scheduled
for June 11th - 13th, 2026, at the George R.
Brown Convention Center in Houston. Com-
mittee meetings, including those related to
the platform, begin as early as June 8th.

To engage in the convention activities, in-
dividuals must be elected as delegates or
alternates through precinct and county/SD
conventions. Once seated, delegates may
participate in committee assignments, offer
testimony, propose flooramendments, and
vote. The process adheres to the RPT Rules
(available on texasgop.org), which promote
orderly proceedings, fair debate, and ma-
jority rule. This structured, representative
system ensures the platform and legislative
priorities reflect input from active Republi-
cans statewide, starting from local precincts
and building through successive levels of
review and approval.

K " The Platform

Thousands of delegates from across Texas
convene to process the resolutions forward-
ed from county and SD levels—often num-
bering in the thousands. These are assigned
to the Platform Committee (or relevant
permanent standing committees on issues),
which consists of delegates selected at low-
er-level conventions.
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The Platform Committee conducts detailed
review: members examine each resolution,
debate wording and implications, propose
amendments, and consolidate overlapping
proposals into coherent planks. Delegates
not on the committee can testify during
committee hearings to support, oppose, or
suggest modifications to specific language.
This stage allows for thorough discussion
and refinement.

The committee produces a recommended
draft platform, which is reported to the full
convention floor. On the floor, delegates
review the draft, propose additional amend-
ments, debate provisions, and vote on
changes or approval. Final adoption requires
a majority vote of the delegates present.
Once approved, the document becomes the
official Republican Party of Texas Platform,
outlining the party’s positions on issues
ranging from constitutional rights and lim-
ited government to education, healthcare,
and elections.

K ~ Legislative Priorities

Distinct from but informed by the platform,
legislative priorities establish a targeted
agenda for the upcoming 2027 Texas legis-
lative session. These priorities are typically
identified and voted on during the state con-
vention, drawing from the platform’s broader
principles and the resolutions process. They
focus on high-impact issues where the party
seeks coordinated action, such as advancing
key reforms or opposing specific policies.



Elected officials can use these priorities to
guide advocacy and measure accountability,
while grassroots Republicans can use them
to score legislative success.

K - Conclusion

Through this structured, bottom-up process,
the Republican Party of Texas ensures that
its platform and legislative priorities are not

dictated from the top, but built from the
voices of engaged voters across the state.
From participating in precinct conventions
to debating resolutions at county, district,
and state levels, grassroots participants play
a direct role in defining the party’s direction.
Ultimately, this system empowers local in-
volvement and connects elected officials to
the priorities of the constituents they serve.
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